Wide-Awake Tracts. No. 1. 


WHA^T’S OUR UUTYP 

"What is the origin of the difficulties which have disorganized our cen¬ 
tral government ? Slavery. 

What is the cause of tlie mob spirit which, rampant in every city and 
town, denies the freedom of speech ? Slavery. 

• What was the cause of the troubles which resulted in the Missouri 
Compromise ? Slavery. 

What was the cause of the troubles resulting in the Compromise of 
1850 ? Slavery. 

What was the cause of the civil war which, for years, has devastated 
Kansas ? Slavery. 

Slavery then is a political and social evil of enormous magnitude and 
power, and if for no other reason abhorrent, should be eradicated from 
our country, because it is a constant source of trouble, disaster and revo¬ 
lution. 

Why does slavery so disturb the condition of things ? 

Because it is a practical denial of that fundamental principle of our 
Declaration, that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable rights ; that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

Because it is a practical denial of the principle upon which our govern¬ 
ment rests, viz ; That governments ai*e for the good of the governed, and 
not for the benefit of the governors. 

Because it practically denies that clause in the Constitution which 
guarantees a republican form of government to the people of the several 
States; for though the semblance of a republican form of government ex¬ 
ists in all the States, every slave State is a real oligarchy in which property 
is the power, and man of consequence only so far as he contributes to 
the increase or benefit of property, or makes himself heard in defiance 
of it. 

Because the Constitution of this country guarantees all the rights of 
citizenship to any member of the several States who may remove from 
one State to another for purposes of business or pleasure. This great 
and fundamental right is rendered null and void to whomsoever goes from a 
free to a slave State, imless he consents to forego that first principle of 
fi-eedom, the right to utter his convictions. 

Because the holding of men as slaves makes the master a petty tyrant, 
renders him domineering over his inferiors in wealth or station, in¬ 
different to their rights, and eager only to forward those schemes which 
tend to perpetuate his power. 

- Because, slavery being founded on injustice, the master must ever be 
at war with those who recognise the rights of the slave, and can never 
cease to seek to protect himself against the real or fancied efforts of those 
who may be supposed to wish to raise the slave to his proper level. 

Because all the freemen of this country must ever quarrel Avith an 
institution which denies to men their birthright; for they know that if 
imght naakes right in csne case it does so in all. and that those States 


which hold slaves in defiance of popular sentiment, will be ready at any 
time to muzzle other men who are too weak to defend, or not in condi¬ 
tion to assert, their rights. 

Because the rights of free speech, free church, free press, are the special 
rights of freemen, deduced from the great free principle of the Consti¬ 
tution, and are therefore inconsistent with slavery; and the slave power 
will attempt, at all possible times, to deny those great rights to their pos¬ 
sessors, as we have seen in the denial of the right of petition ; in the con¬ 
tumelious rejection of the appeal of the northern clergy in favor of Kansas; 
in the frequent attempts to prevent the pulpit from uttering its convic¬ 
tions under threats of loss of place and influence; in the mobs which try 
to put down all anti-slavery discussion; in the open advocacy of a re¬ 
strained press; in the daily suppression of the newspapers which may be 
sent to subscribers at the South ; in the weakened northern sentiment 
which for place, power, and business, is ready to aid the southern slave¬ 
holders in suppressing freedom, even in the heart of the free States, and 
in the very cradle of liberty ; in the eager desire of men of business to 
compromise with the slave power, willing to entail new years of misery 
on the slave, and of abject servility on the freemen of the North, if by so 
doing they may perpetuate a state of things, which, as we have seen, has 
always been fraught with denials of right to the slave, a disturbed govern¬ 
ment, a perpetual recurrence of panics, and a gradual decay of free spirit 
and staunch adherence, to the right on the part of the northern States. 

Slavery, represented in Congress as an element in our government, 
has always been and always will be destructive to our best interests, un¬ 
dermining the honesty and manliness of the people, weakening our faith 
in human rights, denying the foundation principles of our government, 
and until it is eradicated will never cease to be the cause of social and 
political disturbance, as well as the most outrageous violation of human 
rights. It must, therefore, be destroyed. How ? By the efforts of 
those who assent to the foregoing, combined into organizations or societies 
in every city, town, village, and district of this country, whose joint and 
several purpose it shall be to use their utmost efforts in eveiy possible 
direction for the entire overthrow of the slave power and the abolition of 
slavery. 

These societies shall further every movement which tends to discomfit 
or overthrow slaveiy, whether by religious, humane, social, political, or 
economical arguments, establishing such a close communication between 
the members of the different societies, that they may act as one man, and 
yet reserving to the individuals the utmost freedom of private judgment. 
The field, as will be seen, is wide enough for every earnest anti-slaveiy 
man to find some work to do in a direction agreeable to his principles and 
instincts. 

Slavery, as a personal wrong, has not been considered in the foregoing, 
nor need it be dwelt upon now, as no person sympathising in this move¬ 
ment needs any light upon that subject. 

But when we consider how slavery is to be abolished, we must recog¬ 
nise its personal character. The field of action will vary as the enemy to 
be attacked is patriarchal, serf, or chattel slavery. The first two are self¬ 
limited, and do not exist amongst us ; therefore, we need deal only with 
the third kind, in which the man is bought and sold as a piece of goods. 
However close his intimacy with his master; however fond of home and 
friends, every slave at sometime desires freedom, and if of an enterprising 


character, will seek for it. The abolition of slavery, then, in his case, as 
well as in that of the whole race, for the whole is made up of the parts, 
may come from internal or external efforts, or both. 

We may divide our field of action under these two heads: First, the 
internal efforts: — 

. Every slave has the right to take his freedom, if he can get it, whether, 
peaceably or violently. What is true of a part is true of the whole.— 
One dave may seize his weapon of defence and run, and if opposed, kill 
his tormentor. So may a number, even to the extent of all the slaves in 
any community. But, while one or two escaping are merely fugitives, 
*a large combination is an insurrection. Internally, the insurrection is 
justifiable. More than that, it is a benefit to the slave. None can doubt 
the abject and degraded condition of the plantation slave. No such abject 
man will conceive of freedom. That idea will come to him as his mind 
develops. So soon as his mind expands enough he will try for it. The 
effort will develop him more, and by the time he has traversed several’ 
hundred miles of slave country, baffing pursuers and fighting opposers, 
he will have risen to a comparatively high grade of mental develop¬ 
ment. Deny this who can ? Again, what is true of a part is true of 
the whole; insurrection will make men of an enslaved race. But re¬ 
member the horrors of the servile insurrection. With those horrors we 
have nothing to do. It is the internal movement, to which we are exter¬ 
nal, and we are required to act only as our consciences dictate. 

What will be our duty ? Did you approve of freemen of Massachu¬ 
setts going to assist the oppressed and persecuted in Kansas ? Did you 
approve of the appeal made by Daniel Webster to our nation for aid for 
the Greeks, against the Turks ? Did you approve of the movement of 
Garibaldians to free Sicily and Italy ? Did you believe in extending aid 
to Kossuth and his companions ? Did you help Poland in her disti'ess ? 
Would you have helped the Haytians in their struggle for liberty ? How 
do these differ from the slave ? So far as this, that where Poland, Hun¬ 
gary, Italy, Greece, Kansas, suffered one wrong a year, the entire slave 
population of this country suffer one sL minute; and just as much greater 
as the wrongs of the slave are greater than political wrongs, so much the 
more imperative is our duty to respond to their call for aid, when the 
slaves stand up in arms against their oppressors. And just so much 
greater as are their wrongs, —just so much more as their tyrants have 
taught them to be brutes, — so much the more bloody will be the strife, and 
the more horrible the payment those tyrants will receive. 

So much for the internal method of removing slavery, — the under¬ 
ground railroad and the sword. 

But as we are external, and shall only appeal to the sword in re.sponse 
to a call from the slaves in insurrection, for such aid as we may severally 
or jointly lender, -— let us enquire, under the second division, 

Externally, what is our field ? 

To commence at the most pure and Christian extreme of our opy'ortu- 
nities, we must, as have the anti-slavery societies hitherto, appeal to the 
conscience of the North and South ; hoping thereby to awaken a convic¬ 
tion of the wrongs done the slave in the master’s mind, and in the minds 
of all Americans, who must see, that by the assertion of the slave-owner 
and the supreme court, slavery is national, not sectional, and therefore 
every man is responsible for its existence and its continuance. 

Second, we must appeal to the human nature of our countrymen, and 
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ui^e upon them the vitality of that golden rule as freely admitted by 
Confucius as by Christ, and which as men we pretend to advocate and 
believe. And we must not be unjust to the slaveholder, and deny its appli¬ 
cation to his case; but we must remember that the masters are rich and 
strong and will take care that their rights are recognised, whilst the slave 
can only be heard through others. Yet our efforts should be directed 
against the system, rather than the individual sustainers thereof. 

Third, as citizens of the United States, and acting in a party, we should 
make the abolition of any property representation a first principle, it being 
false to the whole spirit of’ human freedom, and giving to the Southern 
States a power derived from men held as property which they deny to 
property itself, at the same time utterly refusing to acknowledge that 
that property is in any true sense of the word men. 

Fourth, we must seek all the aid we can from political parties, giving 
our support to thait party which goes the farthest towards the right, advo¬ 
cating those men who will adopt any of our principles, but committing 
ourselves to none; for we see that a successful party is conservative so 
soon as it gets power and place which it wishes to keep. 

Fifth, we must be willing as Americans, responsible for this 
wrong, to contribute money to buy up the slaves of any State that is 
willing in that way to free itself, if the State itself is sufficiently convin¬ 
ced of the wrong of slavery to do its share. 

Sixth, we must lend aid and influence to every emigration or other 
movement, which consults the free-will of the negro, allowing him to go or 
stay as he elects. 

■ Seventh, we must encourage every worthy effort to produce the staples 
of slavery by free labor, in this or any other country, or the substitution 
of any raw material for any one of the slave staples. 

Eighth, we must present, whenever and wherever we can, to the North 
and the South, the fact of the false political economy of slavery, —, that 
slave labor is exhaustive of the soil, the people, and of their resources ; 
and that free labor is vastly cheaper and more profitable. 

Ninth, we must maintain, without fear or wavering, the original princi¬ 
ples of the constitution and government, and must steadily protect the 
rights of free speech. 

Tenth, we must establish a central organization which shall be in con¬ 
stant communication with friends everywhere, — which shall afford the 
fullest intelligence of the progress of the cause,— which shall hold meet¬ 
ings whenever opportunities offer, and wherever a sufficient number of 
persons wish to bear an exposition (ff our plans and hopes. We must, by 
public and private speech, and by the press, fill the country with a correct 
idea of what we hope to do, and try to recall the people to just views of 
government, and to induce them to set their feet so firmly on the prin¬ 
ciples of right which ought to prevail, that in all times of danger and 
doubt when the enemy is fierce and rami^ant, there need be no hesitation 
or looking back, but each person shall find in the principles he advocates 
a mariner’s compass which will direct him steadily, through fogs and 
storms, to that haven of national peace and prosperity which cnn be 
reached only after long struggles, sustained through discouragements, con¬ 
tempt, and bitter hostility, sure that when once we have arrived at that 
harbor, free from the curse which has so long bestridden us, our future shall 
be as peaceful, prosperous, and happy as the most enthusiastic friend of free¬ 
dom could hope. 


Republican. 



